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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We would like to offer a very warm welcome to you and your child as you join us at  
Heart of England.  
 
As your child embarks on their secondary education, we are not only starting a relationship 
with them that will last for at least five years, we are also beginning a partnership with you.  
 
Our shared vision for each and every student at Heart of England School is all about helping  
them to create their future in a culture rooted in our core values: 
 
Honesty 

Trust is about being truthful with one another; relationships work best when you can trust 
yourself and others 
 
Determination 

Success is built on hard work; facing challenges and conquering them, creating opportunities to 
achieve more than we thought we could 
 
Courage 

Taking risks, aspiring to be adventurous; being brave enough to try new things without fear of 
making mistakes en route to excellence 
 
Humour 

An essential ingredient; discovering the joy of learning to move forward through collaboration 
and listening 
 
Kindness 

To experience the generosity of others; understanding that we are all part of the learning   
community, striving towards excellence together 
 

We all appreciate that this is a big step for your child and for some of you. Many of us have 
been in the same position as you are in now and are here to help. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jacqueline Hughes – Williams      Kathryn Yates 
Principal          Year 7 Manager 
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What we need and why we need it  
We collect, use and store personal information about our students and their parents/
carers, this information helps us to:  
 
 ensure teaching meets students’ needs 
 follow and report on our students’ progress 
 provide the right care and support for our students 
 understand how well our school is doing as a whole 
 fulfil our duties under relevant legislation and regulations  

 
The information we collect, use and store includes: names; images; contact details;  
student date of birth; assessment marks and results; attendance records; any  
exclusion information; Special Educational Needs information (if relevant); disability  
information (if relevant); gender; ethnic and cultural data; social care information;  
previous education information and any relevant medical information. 
 
For a more comprehensive list of the information held by schools, further information from 
Department for Education (DfE)  is available from “Common Basic Data Set” and can be  
accessed following this link  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-basic-data-set-cbds-database  
 

Information we receive 
If you provide us with contact details of others, for example in case of emergency or when 
you may not be available, please ensure they are aware and consent to their information 
being passed to the school. 
 

We will also receive the above types of personal information, where relevant, from 
previous school(s) and may receive information from the Local Authority (LA), medical  
providers and the DfE.   
 

For students taking post 14 qualifications, the Learning Records Service will give us the 
unique learner number (ULN) and may also give us details about student’s learning or quali-
fications. Further information for students and parents can be found here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/learning-records-service-the-plr-for-learners
-and-parents  
 
Who we share it with 
Effective and relevant information sharing between parents, schools, LAs and the DfE is 
necessary to ensure that all children are safe and receive suitable education. 
 
1. Local Authority and Department for Education 
We are required, by law, to pass certain information about our students to the LA and the 
DfE.  Where relevant this may include reporting safeguarding concerns to Social Services at 
the LA or to request education support services.  

 
 

Heart of England School Privacy Notice 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-basic-data-set-cbds-database
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/learning-records-service-the-plr-for-learners-and-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/learning-records-service-the-plr-for-learners-and-parents
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Personal Student Level data we share with the DfE may subsequently be shared by them 
with third parties. This will only take place where legislation allows it to do so and it is in  
compliance with the Data Protection law.  Decisions on whether the DfE releases this  
personal data to third parties are subject to a robust approval process and are based upon  
a detailed assessment of who is requesting the data, the purpose for which it is required, 
the level and sensitivity of data requested and the arrangements in place to store and  
handle the data. For more information on how this sharing process works, please visit:  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-pupil-database-apply-for-a-data-extract 

 

For information on which third party organisations (and for which project) the DfE  
have provided student level data to, please visit:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-requests-received 

 
2. Youth Support Services  
Once our students reach the age of 13, the law requires us to pass on certain information  
to the relevant local authority that has responsibilities in relation to the education or  
training of 13-19 year olds. We may also share certain personal data relating to  
children aged 16 and over with post-16 education and training providers, in order to  
secure appropriate services for them. A parent/carer can request that only their  
child’s name, address and date of birth be passed to the LA by informing the school’s  
Data Protection Officer. This right is transferred to the child once he/she reaches the age  
of 16. 

 
3. Attendance and Welfare Support  
We have contracted Mrs Sue Abbott to provide attendance and welfare support services.  If 
we have any attendance concerns we will pass them to this individual.   
 
4. School Catering 
We have contracted Alliance in Partnership to provide catering services and also utilise  
AMI Education till software in this regard.  Both these organisations have access to limited 
student information including names, images, dietary information and relevant financial 
data. This information remains stored on school servers and is not held remotely. 
 
5. ParentPay 
We utilise ParentPay as our online payment system. As part of this facility we are required 
to share certain information with ParentPay Ltd. This includes names, addresses, home 
contact details and relevant financial data. ParentPay store this data on a secure, encrypted 
server within the UK and operate under the requirements of Data Protection legislation.  
 
6. Schools 
We will also pass information about students to their next school in order that the 
Educational record is maintained for a student’s entire school life. 
 
 

School Privacy Notice continued 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-pupil-database-apply-for-a-data-extract
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-pupil-database-requests-received
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How long we keep it 
The information we collect, use and store about students and their parents/carers is  
retained either until it is updated/superseded or until the student leaves.  If we are the  
student’s last known school we will retain the information until the student is at least 25 
years old; this complies with the Limitation Act 1980.   
 
Your rights 
Data Protection law allows an individual to ask the school for copies of the information we 
hold about them or their children. If you would like more information about this please 
contact the school’s Data Protection Officer. If at any point you believe the information we 
hold is inaccurate or you have concerns about our use of it, please let us know. 
 
Consent  
We will separately collect consent relating to non statutory processes and events. Please 
note, you have a right to withdraw consent at any time and can contact the school to do 
this. 
 
Contact 
For more information on the content of this notice, how Heart of England School complies 
with Data Protection law or if you wish to raise a complaint regarding our handling of  
personal data, please contact the school’s Data Protection Officer, who will respond or  
investigate the matter. 
 
If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are not processing your personal 
data in accordance with Data Protection law you can complain to the Information  
Commissioner’s Office (ICO). 
 
The current Data Protection Officer for Heart of England School is: 
Mr Mark Norman 
Tel: 01676 535 222 
Email: finance@heart-england.co.uk 
 
For more information about how the LA stores and uses the information we pass to them, 
please contact Education Information Management Services 
Tel: 0121 704 8313 
Email: eims@solihull.gov.uk 
 
For more information about how the DfE stores and uses information about students, you 
can visit the following website or contact them using the details below: 
https://www.gov.uk/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data  
Tel: 0370 000 2288 
Contact form: https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe 

School Privacy Notice Continued 

mailto:finance@heart-england.co.uk
mailto:eims@solihull.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/data-protection-how-we-collect-and-share-research-data
https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe
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Autumn Term 2018 

Term Starts:   Monday 3rd September 2018 
     This is a Professional Development Day 
 
     Year 7 students will start on Tuesday 4th September  
     They should report to the main school entrance at 8.55am  
 
Parent/Tutor Meeting: Tuesday 18th September 2018 
 
Half Term:    Monday 29th October 2018 - Friday 2nd November  2018 
ONFIRMED 
Term Ends:    Friday 21st December 2018 

 

Spring Term 2019 

Term Starts:    Monday 7th January 2019 
 
Half Term:     Monday 18th February 2019 -  Friday 22nd February 2019 
 
Term Ends:    Friday 12th April  2019 

 

Summer Term 2019 

Term Starts:    Monday 29th April 2019 
 
Half Term:     Monday 27th May 2019 - Friday 31st May 2019 
 
Term Ends:    Monday 22nd July 2019 
 
Please check the Calendar on the school website for details of : 
 
 Professional Development Days  
 Early closures due to open events  
 Any other changes to the calendar 
 

Please note, for operational reasons, there may be changes made to the calendar; we 
will communicate these to parents/carers. 

Key Dates 2018-2019 
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Main Switchboard:  
01676 535222 
 
School Email:  
office@heart-england.co.uk 
 
School Absence Line:   
01676 535222 
 
School Absence email: 
absence@heart-england.co.uk 
 
Mrs Yates can be contacted on: 
 
01676 536742 
 
yatesk@heart-england.co.uk 
 

8.55—9.20 Registration and Tutor Time 

9.20—10.20 Period 1 

10.20—11.20 Period 2 

11.20—11.45 Break 

11.45—12.45 Period 3 

12.45—1.45 Period 4 

1.45—2.25 Lunch 

2.25—3.25 Period 5 

Structure of the School Day 

Useful Contact Information 
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Tutor Groups 
 
All students in Years 7 to 11 are allocated to House Tutor Groups. There are a few students 
from each year group (Years 7-11) in each House Tutor Group. These groups are designed to 
create a greater sense of community, with senior students able to help their younger peers 
around school at breaktimes and lunchtimes. 
 
Furthermore, experience tells us that the older students often offer invaluable advice when it 
comes to key moments such as option choices or revision. Your child’s House Tutor should be 
your first point of contact if you have any concerns. Regular conversations between your child 
and their House Tutor will form part of their morning registration routine. 
 
Houses  
 
Each student will belong to one of the four houses: Apollo, Pioneer, Phoenix and Voyager. 
The house system is another way of helping students to work as a group and to develop new 
friendships. There are regular assemblies, quizzes, competitions and sporting challenges. 

 
 

 
 

New students are placed in a teaching group within their year group.   
 
The teaching groups are: 
 
P   A  T  F ∞ C  S  B  E 
 
One half of the Year group will study French (PATF) and the other will study Spanish (CSBE)  
in Year 7. 
 
Students will have the majority of their lessons in these teaching groups. In Technology they are 
split into different groups to allow them to take different courses: Food and Nutrition, Graphics 
and Product Design.  
 
Students are put into sets in English and Mathematics based on KS2 results in the first instance. 
They are set in PE and Languages after they have been assessed to ensure they are in the 
appropriate group to maximise their learning. There is always the possibility of movement 
between sets. 
 
Students who are in a particular House Tutor Group will not all necessarily be in the same 
Teaching Group as each other.  However all Year 7 students will have their break and lunch at 
the same time. 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Arrangements 

Teaching Arrangements 
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Our Team 

House Tutors All students are allocated to a House Tutor who plays a very  
important role in their school life. Each tutor group is a member 
of one of the four Houses in school: Apollo, Phoenix, Pioneer 
and Voyager. 
The House Tutor sees the student every morning for registration 
gives out notices and helps with any queries the students may 
have. They reinforce our CALM behaviour policy and ensure  
students are fully prepared for the day’s learning. 
They are the first point of contact for both parents/carers and 
students. Contact can be made via INSIGHT. (see page 27) 
During September parents/carers will be invited in to school to 
meet the House Tutors to discuss how their child is settling in to 
Heart of England. 

Year 7  
Manager 
 
Kathryn Yates 
 

My role is to oversee the transition process for students joining 
Year 7 by helping them to settle in to their new school. 
Students will be able to come and see me at tutor time, break 
and lunchtime either with an issue they have or if they want to 
tell me about how well they are doing.  
Parents are also welcome to get in touch with me or come in for 
a meeting if they have any concerns. 
I will be monitoring and celebrating academic achievements 
throughout the year.  
Aspects of behaviour relating to our CALM policy will be  
monitored by their House Tutors and Pastoral Managers. 

Pastoral  
Managers 

Each House in school has a Pastoral Manager who will be  
responsible for overseeing the conduct and welfare of their  
respective students until the end of Year 11.  
 
Pastoral Managers will work closely with House Tutors and the 
Year 7 Manager to get to know the new students. 
 
As non-teaching members of staff, your child’s Pastoral           
Manager should be easily contactable via telephone or email 
and only too happy to support your child in all aspects of school 
life. 

SENDCO 
Anna Sumner 
 

My job is to coordinate and plan any additional support that 
students with additional needs or disabilities may require.       
I work closely with teachers, students and parents to help all 
students with additional needs make the best possible progress. 
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       Behaviour Policy 

ns our 
Heart of England’s CALM behaviour policy is designed to support our core values and underpins 
our vision of creating exceptional futures for all our students by teaching them to make the 
correct choice; first time every time.   
 
We demand the highest standards of behaviour to allow every student to be visible and thrive 
in a calm learning environment.  
 
The 4 classroom essentials:  
 

Complete your work 

 

Arrive fully prepared 

 

Listen and follow instructions 

 

Make the right choice 

 
We believe that these essentials will allow the teacher to teach and the student to learn     
without unnecessary distractions. 
 

House Points  
Students are rewarded by receiving House Points. These are recorded on the student’s  
electronic file and on INSIGHT.  
 
They are issued for the following categories: 
 
 Exceptional and sustained hard work 
 Actions relating to our core values 
 Exemplary attitude and conduct sustained over time 
 Outstanding commitment and representation of the school 
 Exceptional and sustained performance during assessments 
 
Students are also rewarded in assemblies, by receiving certificates and by letters or postcards 
home. At the end of each academic year there is a KS3 Awards Evening where we celebrate  
our students’ achievements. 
 

rela9ng to 
safeguarding and an9-bullying. 
We demand the highest standards of 
behaviour to al- low every student to 
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Non–Negotiables 
 
Our ‘non-negotiables’ enable all members of our community to feel safe and secure; they  
pre-empt poor behaviour in making clear to all students those expectations from which we do 
not deviate.  Similarly, our use of House Points to recognise positive behaviour and  
contributions are intended to support students in conducting themselves in the Heart of  
England ‘one way by design’. 
 
Action will be taken to support and discipline students who choose to ignore our non-
negotiables in school or off site if they are clearly identifiable as a Heart of England student; for 
example travelling to or from school. 
  
Incidents will be logged on the student’s Behaviour for Learning record under the category of 
‘Information’, more serious incidents will be recorded as a ‘Concern’. Selected aspects of the 
Behaviour for Learning record will be visible on INSIGHT. 
 
Punctuality and Attendance 
Arrive to tutor time before 8.55am and maintain outstanding attendance. 
 
Uniform and Appearance 
Uniform to be worn properly. Non-school uniform items will not be tolerated. 
 
Bullying 
Bullying, racial, sexual or homophobic harassment is not tolerated. 
 
Environment 
Damage to school property, eating in non-designated areas or anti-social behaviour is not 
tolerated. 
 
Physical Contact and Verbal Abuse 
Inappropriate physical contact and any form of verbal abuse is not tolerated. 
 
Possession 
Dangerous objects, drugs, pornography or stolen items are not tolerated. 
 
Follow Instructions 
Stop and listen to members of staff; first time every time. 
 
Mobile Devices 
No use of any personal mobile devices during the school day. Mobile devices are not to be 
seen or heard. 
 

    Behaviour Policy 
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We rely upon wholehearted support from all families to maintain consistent high  
standards of behaviour and academic progress. In choosing to attend Heart of England, 
families are making the choice to follow our behaviour systems as we work together to 
create exceptional futures for all of our students. Our Home School Agreement is set out 
below. Enclosed with this pack is a copy of the Agreement. Please return to Mrs Yates 
(Year 7 Manager) once it is signed by you and your child. 

At Heart of England School the Governors and Staff will: 
  

  

 Provide a broad and balanced curriculum that prepares students well for their 
futures 

 
 Work in partnership with all stakeholders to ensure that our school is a safe and  

happy place to learn and grow 
 
 Consistently promote equality rooted in our core values and collective vision of 

creating exceptional futures for all 
 
 Promote a climate of informed choice 
 
 Value, notice and reward hard work and the demonstration of our core values 
 
 Demand the highest standards and apply the highest expectations in learning and 

behaviour and appearance to allow every student to thrive 
 
 Consistently apply our                 policy’s non-negotiables to enable all members of 

our community to feel safe and secure 
 
 Listen to concerns, respond appropriately and effectively address the issues 

raised 
 
 Provide feedback and assess students’ work in line with our school’s assessment 

policy and abide by JCQ examination regulations 
 
 Provide regular assessment reviews and reports on homework; behaviour;  

 personal organisation and work ethic 
 
 Notify parents/carers of important dates and events 
 
 Rely upon support of parents /carers when applying our non-negotiables 
  
  

  

Home School Partnership 



17 

 

 In response to undertakings given by the Governors and Staff at the Heart of England 
School, it is expected that Parents/Carers will: 
 
 Fully support our Vision, Core Values and                policy 
 
 Ensure regular and punctual attendance at school as required by law 
 
 Provide a uniform in compliance with the Uniform and Appearance Policy and the 

basic equipment necessary for working in school 
 
        Request from school, in writing, permission for a planned absence 
 
 Provide the school with reasons for any absence 
 
 Arrange for the completion of work missed during a period of absence 
 
 Monitor the completion and standard of homework, coursework and revision during 

Study Leave 
 
 Read all assessment reviews and take supporting action in  response to the  

information and comments they contain 
 
 Learn the four Classroom Essentials and support staff in their implementation 
 
 Attend Parent/Carer Consultation meetings and other meetings with staff, to discuss  
          student progress, achievements and behaviour 
 
 Support our governors and staff in teaching your child to make the correct choices 
 
 Support our staff when applying our non-negotiables including the implementation  
          of appropriate sanctions 
 

    

  
Signed on behalf of the Governors and Staff by: 
 

 
 
J Hughes-Williams, Principal June 2018 

Home School Partnership 
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 As a student at the Heart of England School I will: 
 
 Share the school’s vision of creating my own future through hard work and a belief 

in our core values 
 
 Strive for 100% attendance 
 
 Follow the                 policy and arrive on time to all lessons 
 
 Agree to act on all four classroom essentials in order to achieve my best 
 
 Accept the consequences of my actions in any breach of the school’s non-negotiables 

and accept the sanctions 
 
 Talk to staff and/or parents/carers if I have problems, feel unsafe or fear for the safety 

of others 
 
 Take pride in my appearance by wearing the correct uniform and being an ambassador 

for our school values when wearing it in and out of school 
 
 Use INSIGHT to organise homework, revision and meet deadlines 
 
 Look after the school and be a credit to my house by helping our environment and 

broader community stay litter, graffiti and vandalism free 
 
 Treat everyone with tolerance and respect  
 

 

   Signed on behalf of the Tutor and Subject Teachers by: 

 
 
 

   Mrs Yates, Year 7 Manager  June 2018 

Home School Partnership 
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The Children Act 1989 requires schools to be informed of all adults who have parental   
responsibility for a child and to keep that information up to date. 
 
A person who has responsibility for a child has the right to make decisions about their care and 
upbringing. 
 
 
Who has parental responsibility? 
 
1. Mothers automatically have parental responsibility for their child 
 
2. Married fathers automatically have parental responsibility for their children                            

(married at time of the child’s birth or after) 
 
3. Unmarried fathers whose child was born on or after 1 December 2003 and the father is      

named on the birth certificate will automatically have parental responsibility. An  
 unmarried father who does not have parental responsibility can however subsequently  

 acquire parental responsibility by various legal means 
 
4. People other than a child’s natural parents can acquire parental responsibility 

through: 
a. being granted a child arrangement order 
b. being appointed a guardian 
c. being named in an emergency protection order (although parental responsibility 
  in such a case is limited to taking reasonable steps to safeguard or promote the 
  child’s welfare) 
d. adopting a child 
 

Please note that step-fathers, step-mothers and grandparents do not automatically have  
parental responsibility. 
 
School also needs to be aware if there are any court orders in relation to your child.                   
If this is the case please would you let school have a copy of the court order. 
 
If you have any queries in relation to this or if any circumstances change, please contact      
Mrs Yates at school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parental Responsibility 
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Heart of England School recognises the clear link between attendance, attainment and 
safeguarding. Students are expected to attend at all times.  There is plenty of information 
that justifies our insistence upon high levels of attendance, the most significant of which is 
student attainment. Department for Education research in 2016 showed that students with 
no absence are more than twice as likely to achieve five or more GCSEs at Grade 5 or 
better; they were also almost three times as likely to achieve five or more good GCSEs 
including English and Mathematics. 
 
Each student is registered at the beginning of the day and at the beginning of each lesson 
throughout the day. 
 
Students arriving at their tutor room after the second bell sounds at 8.55am will be recorded as 
late to school (unless a school bus is late). Three late marks will result in a 15 minute lunchtime 
detention. 
 
We ask parents to contact the school before 10am on the first day of a student’s absence: 
 

School Absence Line 01676 535222 
or  

email absence@heart-england.co.uk 
or 

by logging on to INSIGHT 
 
The reasons for student absence should be clearly stated in the phone, email or  
INSIGHT message.  Absences not explained in this way are officially recorded as unauthorised.   
 
Students will only be allowed to leave the premises during the school day if they have an 
Authorised Pass.  A note clearly stating the reason for absence should be brought into school.  
This should be signed by the House Tutor and taken to the school office. 
 
In line with national policy, we will not be able to authorise any holidays. If you take your 
child on holiday during term time, without the authorisation of the Principal, then she may 
make a request to the Local Authority to issue a Fixed Penalty Notice. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality 
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School uniform is compulsory at Heart of England. Our high expectations regarding uniform 
are intended to reflect the sense of pride students feel in being a part of Heart of England 
School. As such, we expect students to wear their uniform correctly in order to best 
represent you, us and themselves.  
Girls’ Uniform 
 Black blazer with new (teal) badge 
 White blouse 
 House tie 
 Grey polyester trousers (black or grey socks) 
           (tight fitting, legging-style trousers are not acceptable) 
 Grey box half pleat skirt (black opaque tights and no socks) 
 Grey or black long sleeved V-necked pullover or cardigan (no logos or sweatshirts) 
 Black leather shoes with a sensible sole and a low heel to ensure safety at all times (no 

branding) 
 
Boys’ Uniform 
 Black blazer with new (teal) badge 
 White shirt 
 House tie  
 Black trousers (regular fit only) 
 Black or grey socks 
 Grey or black long sleeved V-necked pullover or cardigan (no logos or sweatshirts) 
 Black leather shoes (no branding) 
 
Our appearance policy includes the following: 
 No coloured nail varnish is permitted; nails should be appropriate length and shape 
 No jewellery other than a wrist watch and a single plain stud in each ear 
 Hair bands should be plain black  
 Hijabs should be black and tucked into shirt collar so shirt is visible (i.e. no patterns, 

stripes, words etc.) 
 No extreme haircuts, no unnatural dyed colours 
 Bags must be an appropriate size to accommodate books, equipment and PE kit 
 We would advise that the bag is waterproof 
 Coats: hoodies, denim, suede and leather coats are not acceptable at school and will be 

confiscated 

 Scarves and  hats – can be worn to and from school but should be removed during the 
school day 

 
Please note  
 The new school badges for blazers are available from our uniform suppliers if required 
 Only pin badges issued by school are permitted on blazers 
 No modification of school uniform is acceptable (rolled sleeves, rolled/tucked ties). 
 
Full details can be found our website: http://www.heart-england.co.uk/parent/uniform. 

School Uniform 
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Additional In-

formation regarding Physical Education kit: 

 Plain black tracksuit bottoms are optional for colder weather 

 Jogging bottoms with heavy cotton material are not permitted 

 Canvas shoes, pumps or plimsolls are not permitted  

 Tight fitting or lycra shorts are not permitted 

 Leggings must be plain black, full-length, footless and strapless  

 Football boots can be moulded or have screw in studs 

 Astroturf or skateboarding shoes are not permitted 

 All kit should be initialled (our suppliers offer this service) 

Health and Safety 

 All jewellery/adornments must be removed for PE lessons without exception 

 Long hair must be completely tied back for lessons 

 Any medical items such as inhalers must be brought to each PE lesson and  

 handed to the class teacher 

 

Physical Education Kit List 

GIRLS  

White Heart of England polo shirt 

Black skort or black shorts or black 

leggings (all plain) 

White socks 

Trainers 

Heart of England rugby shirt 

Plain red football socks  

Studded Football boots 

Protective Equipment 

Shin pads 

Gum Shield 

BOYS  

White Heart of England polo shirt 

White shorts (plain) 

White socks 

Trainers 

Heart of England rugby shirt 

Black shorts (plain) 

Plain red football socks  

Studded Football boots 

 

Protective Equipment 

Shin pads 

Gum Shield 
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Photographic Images  
 
 
 

We are required (under Data Protection law) to tell each parent/carer of a child when we wish to 
collect and use personal information. This includes photographic images of your child.  
 
We must also obtain the written consent of at least one parent/carer before we can use a child’s 
image for any purpose.  
 
You are able to withdraw consent at any time without providing any explanation. If you wish to 
withdraw consent please do so in writing, via our secure parent portal, Insight, or via email 
(office@heart-england.co.uk).  
 
How your child's image may be used 
 
The school uses student images for various purposes both internally and externally and you are 
able to provide separate consent for each of these areas as detailed below. Any potential use of 
your child’s image not included within this form will be subject to additional consent at the time. 
 
Internal use 
We may wish to use your child’s image for internal displays and posters. Please note that this may 
include displays in areas with restricted public access such as the school reception area and sports 
facilities. 
 
External use 
We may wish to use your child’s image for external publications produced and owned by the 
school. Please note that this may include use within Heart of England social media channels, the 
school website and school prospectuses. 
 
Third party use 
We may wish to pass your child’s image to carefully selected third parties for the purpose of  
promotion and communication to the wider public.  This includes local news media and community 
publications. 
 
Please note that information added to websites can be viewed throughout the world, not just 
the United Kingdom where UK law applies. 
 
If you are happy to give your consent for images please complete the appropriate section in the 
enclosed reply booklet. 
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The aims of Relationship and Sex Education are: 
  

 to prepare students for the responsibilities and experiences of adult life  
 
 to encourage students to have regard for moral considerations and the value  
  of family life 
 
 to encourage students to develop responsible caring attitudes towards others 
 which continue into parenthood 
 
 to encourage students to value themselves and exercise appropriate self control 

  
Relationship and Sex Education will be delivered in three formats at Heart of England 
School. 
  

 Within the curriculum – in both Science and Religious Studies. 
 Tutor time – during tutor time we have covered topics that have direct links to our  
   students and their wellbeing. This has included Online Safety, ‘Stranger Danger’ and 

Healthy Relationships 
 Internal Delivery – each year group will receive a 1 hour workshop based around   
  relevant topics to their age group. This is delivered by key members of staff who  
  have been provided with up to date training 

  
By approaching this important subject in a holistic manner we are able to provide students 
with up to date and honest information. Within the three formats of delivery the following 
topics will be covered; 
  

  learning how to manage risk and deal with pressure 
  understanding that relationships can cause strong feelings and emotions 
  how to develop and maintain responsible, caring relationships 
  understanding that growth and change are normal parts of growing up 
  understanding that healthy lifestyles, and the wellbeing of self and others, depend on 

making responsible choices 
  understanding that sexual and emotional health affect our ability to lead fulfilling 

lives 
  knowing that there is help and support available for students if they feel                     

threatened 
If you have any queries or require any further information, please contact Mr Taylor at 
school. 
We assume consent to the above and therefore parents/carers who wish to withdraw a 
student from any element of Relationship and Sex Education, other than that which is   
statutorily prescribed in the National Curriculum, should make the request in writing to  
the Principal. 

Relationship and Sex Education 
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INSIGHT 

INSIGHT provides you with secure online access to view your child's information 24 hours a 
day via PC, laptop and some mobile devices with internet connection. Personal contact  
details can be kept up to date, changes to addresses, telephone and mobile  
numbers can be submitted to school online and you can report reasons for your child's  
absence from school. When you contact staff members from within INSIGHT, messages are 
delivered to the staff member's email inbox. You will also be able to access copies of your 
child’s reports, see what they have ordered from the cafeteria and access behaviour for 
learning information. 

Students also have access to INSIGHT; here they can see what homework has been given in 
each subject and when it needs to be completed by. 

Detailed user instructions will be distributed in September when we will be issuing           
students and parents/carers with their login details. 

Use of ICT Facilities 

All students have access to the  ICT, internet and e-mail systems. 
 
The internet provides a valuable wealth of up-to-date information and our aim is to        
provide a safe and secure method of accessing it.  We are subscribed to a web filtering 
package called Smoothwall, this is an excellent facility but with the ever increasing number 
of sites being added to the World Wide Web on a daily basis it is impossible to keep track 
of them all. In addition to web filtering we also subscribe to forensic software, this system 
records all activity on the computers and flags any inappropriate behaviour. 
 
On the following pages you will see our student agreement for acceptable IT use. Please 
read and discuss this with your child.   
 
Should you wish to discuss any aspects of this please do not hesitate to contact us  
 
Please note that students are not given access to our ICT systems until the consent form is 
completed and returned. You will find the consent form in the reply booklet enclosed in 
this pack. 
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The school lets you use the school computer systems and the Internet.  

Read this carefully and sign the consent box in the accompanying reply booklet. 

You must follow the rules or you will not be allowed to use our computer systems.  

 

I know that the Computers and IT devices at school are to help my education and learning, and I 
agree to these rules: 
 
 I will help keep the school computers and computer equipment working. If there is a  

problem I will ask a teacher to fix any problems 
 

 I will look after the computers 
 
 There are Internet sites which contain information that I should not look at. They may be 

racist, violent, illegal or show pornography, but there may be other things too. I will not 
look at these sites as they upset lots of people 

 
 I will take care on the Internet and email. If I see something that is not allowed I need to 

close it quickly and tell the teacher what has happened 
 
 When I am using the computer systems I will be polite and kind to everyone. If someone is 

rude or frightens me I will tell a teacher 
 
 I will only use pictures and video clips which are allowed to be used (Creative Commons).  

I will check with a teacher if I am not sure 
 
 I will not download or install anything (like programs, music or games) unless I have asked 

a teacher first 
 
 I will keep my name, age, address and phone number private. I will keep other students’ 

name, age, address and phone number private. If I am asked for any of these I will check 
with the teacher first 

 
 I will get information from the Internet, but I will NOT COPY from a website. I will use my 

own words for my work and I will say where I found my information 
 
 Hacking is changing or trying to break into any system, including the school system.  

Damaging the system is hacking. Trying to find out someone else’s password is 
hacking. Using someone else’s profile is hacking. I know that hacking is illegal. I will not try 
to hack the school system 

 
 I will only use my own software, music, or USB sticks if I have been told that I can 

 
 If I have a problem with my user area I will see the IT Staff or my teacher 
 
 

IT Acceptable Use Student Agreement 
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 I will keep my password a secret 
 
 I will only use my login 
 
 I will know my password before a computer based lesson starts 
 
 I know that the staff at the school can see what I have done on the school system and the 

emails I have received 
 
 I  will tell my teacher or the IT staff if I break any of these rules 

 
 

IT Acceptable Use Student Agreement continued 

Student ID Cards 

Each student will be issued with an ID card on his or her first day. 
 
The card is for access to security doors within school, for printing to school printers and 
as a means of identifying students. If lost or damaged, replacement cards are charged at 
£2.50 and can be obtained from the IT office. 
 
Students should have their ID cards with them at all times. 

Passwords 

Temporary passwords will be issued to students during their first Computer Science  
lesson.  They will need to reset this straight away to a password that they can remember 
which is at least 7 characters long and includes a number and character. 
 
They will need their password to logon to INSIGHT at home.  
 
Please note passwords expire after a period of time and can be changed on school  
computers or via the portal on our website. 
 
If they have any problems students can speak to their tutor or go and see Mrs Yates. 
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Many of our students catch a bus to school each day. Bus services cover a wide area, including 
Hampton in Arden, Meriden, Marston Green and certain areas of Coventry.  
 
The most up to date information is on our website, as are contact details of bus companies. 
www.heart-england.co.uk/travel 

 
The School and LA are in regular contact with the operators of each route to ensure the 
provision of a safe and reliable service but if you have any concerns or enquiries relating to 
school transport please contact Mr Livingstone at school. 
 
For students who live within the Solihull Metropolitan Borough and more than three miles from 
the nearest appropriate school (measured by the shortest distance) the Local Education 
Authority provides free transport.  All enquiries concerning transport should initially be sent to:   
Director of Education, PO Box 20, Council House, Solihull, B91 3QU.  (www.solihull.gov.uk) 
Telephone Number 0121 704 6610.  
Parents of students not entitled to a free bus pass may purchase one from the appropriate bus 
company .  
 
High standards of behaviour are expected at all times to ensure safety when students are 
travelling on buses.  The behaviour of students will be monitored by the bus driver and any 
unacceptable behaviour will be reported to Mr Livingstone and this will result in disciplinary 
measures including restrictions on the use of school transport.  In severe cases to ensure 
everyone’s safety, a student may be banned from using the school bus. In this instance 
parents/carers would need to make alternative transport arrangements. 
 
At 3.25pm, the end of each school day, students using school transport should assemble on the 
school yard where they will be placed into bus lines and supervised by staff.  Students will be 
released in an orderly manner as their bus arrives.  If a student misses the bus the school will 
take steps to ensure that they are transported home safely, which may initially involve students 
making a phone call to parents.  Students are not allowed to leave the premises if they miss 
their bus, without first consulting with Mr Livingstone or their Pastoral Manager. 
 
During the first week in September, Year 7 students will finish their school day 5 minutes 
earlier to allow them more time to make their way to the bus  lines. 
 
A late bus operates on Tuesday and Thursday of each week, departing at 5.00 pm from the 
school. The bus normally travels via: 
 
Burton Green, Canley, Wolf Road (Tile Hill), Broad Lane (Eastern Green), left onto Eastern 
Green Lane, left onto Park Hill Drive, Millisons Wood, Meriden, Hampton–in-Arden, Catherine-
de-Barnes and Marston Green.  It is important that students indicate to the driver where they 
wish to travel to. 

  Please note that all information was correct at time of going to press.  
 

Transport Information 
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Transport Frequently Asked Questions 

When will my child receive their free bus pass? 
These bus passes will be sent to the school and distributed to students when they arrive. 
 

How do I buy a bus pass and how much do they cost? 
Passes for routes operated by De Courcey are obtained directly from them. They currently 
cost £325 per annum or £115 per term.    
SMBC passes for the 825 and 197 are purchased through Sarah Rose at Solihull Council. 
They cost £300 per annum or £107 per term. 
 

Will I need photographs for my bus pass? 
Photographs are needed for De Courcey bus passes but not passes issued by Solihull  
Council. 
 
What if I haven’t received my bus pass at the start of term? Will I be allowed on the bus 
and will I need to pay? 
There is a grace period of two weeks for De Courcey buses and a month on Solihull  
Metropolitan Borough Council routes when students are allowed on the buses even if they 
have not received their passes. 
 

Where do buses stop in the morning and at what time? 
This information can be found on our website     http://www.heart-england.co.uk/travel 
 

Where do I wait for the bus after school? 
At 3.25pm, the end of each school day, students using school transport should assemble on the 
school yard behind the main sports hall where they will be placed into bus lines and supervised 
by staff.  Students will be released in an orderly manner as their bus arrives.   
 

Where do I get the late bus from? 
This waits for students on Gipsy Lane. 
 

What if the bus does not come to my stop in the morning? 
Students are advised to have the school number with them. If the bus does not arrive they 
should notify parents and contact school for further advice. 
 

What if I miss the bus in the morning or after school? 
If a student misses the bus in the morning they should call their parent/carer. If they miss 
their bus after school, we will take steps to ensure that they are transported home safely, 
which may initially involve students making a phone call to parents.  Students are not allowed 
to leave the premises if they miss their bus, without first consulting with Mr Livingstone or    
another member of staff on bus line duty. 
 
If I am going to my friend’s house with them on the bus can I pay cash and if yes how 
much is it? 
Yes you can. It costs £1 per trip 
Please note that all information was correct at time of going to press.  
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Heart of England School works closely with Alliance in Partnership to produce meals at 
breakfast, morning break and lunch time that are amongst the best in the borough.   
 
Alliance in Partnership provide an efficient and consistent service and as part of this they 
offer separate hot and cold food service areas.  The wide range of food on offer includes; 
baguettes, sandwiches, wraps, jacket potatoes with various fillings and pasta dishes.  
Breakfast club remains a firm favourite at Heart of England School.  This is a quiet time of 
the day where students can meet and enjoy breakfast with their friends before the start of 
the school day. 
 
A choice of seasonal hot meals is available every day with the majority of food items on the 
menu prepared from fresh ingredients in the school kitchens.  
 
The menus are different every day and include fish, meat and vegetarian options to ensure 
everyone is catered for. 
For more details please visit : http://www.heart-england.co.uk/healthy-eating  
 
If you would like to discuss your child’s diet or have any concerns please contact the Unit 
Catering Manager, Sue Willis williss@heart-england.co.uk 01676 536711.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catering Arrangements 

http://www.heart-england.co.uk/healthy-eating
mailto:williss@heart-england.co.uk
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Heart of England operates a cashless catering system which eliminates the need to carry 
cash throughout the day. All new students will be given  training on how to use the  
system. 
 
Heart of England School would like to use information about your child as part of an  
automated (i.e. electronically-operated) recognition system. This is for the purposes of  
Identification for our catering provision.  
 
The information from your child that we wish to use is referred to as ‘biometric information’. 
Biometric information is information about a person’s physical or behavioural characteristics 
that can be used to identify them. For example, it might be information from a fingerprint or 
iris.  
 
We are required (under the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012) to tell each parent/carer of a 
child that we want to collect and use this information. We must also obtain the written  
consent of at least one parent/carer before we can use a child’s biometric information for an 
automated system.  
 
How your child's biometric information will be used  
The school would like to collect and use information from your child’s fingerprint and use 
this information for the purpose of providing your child with the ability to use this as a 
means of identification for our catering provision.  
 
The information will be used as part of an automated biometric recognition system. This  
system will take measurements of your child’s fingerprint and convert these measurements 
into a template to be stored on the system. An image of your child’s fingerprint is not stored. 
The measurements taken from your child’s fingerprint is what will be used to allow  
your child access to services.  
 
Under the law, there are rules that schools have to follow when they use personal  
information about students, and when this information is used for the purposes of an  
automated biometric recognition system. For example:  
 
a)  The school cannot use the information for any purpose other than those for which it 

was originally obtained and made known to the parent/carer(s) 
b)  The school must ensure that the information is stored securely 
c)  The school must tell you what it intends to do with the information 
d) Unless the law allows it, the school cannot disclose personal information to another 
 person/body without permission 
When your child leaves the school, or if they stop using the biometric system for some other 
reason, their biometric data will be securely deleted.  

Biometric  Information 
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Consenting or objecting to the use of your child's biometric information  
To collect and use your child’s biometric information, we need the written consent of  
at least one parent/carer. However, if one parent/carer consents and the other objects 
in writing to the use of their child’s biometric information, we will not use this  
information. Similarly, if your child objects, the school cannot collect or use their  
biometric information for inclusion on the automated recognition system.  

 
 

You can also object to the proposed processing of your child’s biometric information at  
a later stage. So if you give consent now but then change your mind, you can  
withdraw your consent. To withdraw your consent you must do so in writing or via  
our secure parent portal, INSIGHT.  
 
Even if you have consented, your child can at any time object to their biometric  
information being collected or used. Their objection does not need to be in writing.  
We would appreciate it if you could discuss this with your child and explain to them  
that they can object to this if they wish.  
 
The school is also happy to answer any questions you or your child may have.  
 
If you give consent to the processing of your child’s biometric information, please  
sign, date and return the consent form in the reply booklet included with this pack. 
 
Alternative arrangements  
If you do not wish your child’s biometric information to be processed by the school,  
or your child objects to this, the law says that we must provide reasonable  
alternative arrangements. The alternative identification method provided is by the  
student scanning their school ID card. 
 
Further information and guidance  
This can be found via the following links:  

 Department for Education’s ‘Protection of Biometric Information of Children 
 in Schools – Advice for proprietors, governing bodies, head teachers, principals  
 and school staff’:  
 http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/schooladmin  

 ICO guide to data protection for organisations:  
 http://www.ico.gov.uk/for_organisations/data_protection/the_guide.aspx  

 ICO guidance on data protection for education establishments:  
 http://www.ico.gov.uk/for_organisations/sector_guides/education.aspx  

Biometric  Information—continued 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/adminandfinance/schooladmin
http://www.ico.gov.uk/for_organisations/data_protection/the_guide.aspx
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Cashless Catering 

Our School operates a cashless catering system and no purchases can be made without  
using this system.  
 
Payments for break and dinner purchases can be made by visiting the website below or by 
following the link to ParentPay on the school website homepage. 

www.parentpay.com  
 
Details of how to activate your individual account in ParentPay are included with this pack 
and if you have any queries or questions about this please contact the Finance Office on    
01676 536731 or email finance-email@heart-england.co.uk  
 
The minimum amount you can add to your child’s break and dinner money account is 
£5.00, this is also the most a student can spend in a day.  We would ask you to add funds to 
their account at least 45 minutes before break and lunch start so it is reflected in the  
student’s balance. There is no maximum amount you can add to your child’s break and  
dinner money account and we respectfully request the account is operated in credit.  
 
When setting up ParentPay for your child you have the option to set up a ‘low-balance 
alert’ as a reminder to add funds to the account.  
 
If a student wants to purchase food and the purchase is going to take them into a minus  
position on their account we have trialled and now implemented the following system:  
 
On day 1 if the purchase is likely to put the student into a minus the catering staff will ask 
the student to go to the Finance Office.  A finance staff member will check the student’s    
account and give the student a ‘credit slip’ which allows the student to purchase food/drink 
on that day. The finance staff member will ask the student to ask the parent/carer to add 
funds to the account overnight so the deficit on the account is cleared and the student has 
funds for food on day 2.  
 
On day 2 if the student account is still in a minus we ask them to call the parent/carer 
from the Pastoral office. We will provide a credit slip for a drink and food, except for  
cookies/cake, at lunch time. 
 
If the account is repeatedly in a minus position the facility to lend will be withdrawn.  

http://www.parentpay.com
mailto:finance-email@heart-england.co.uk
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ParentPay 

Heart of England School uses ParentPay, www.parentpay.com ,which is a web based  
service for schools.  ParentPay enables parents/carers to make secure online payments by 
credit or debit card for school items including break and dinner money, school trips and  
curriculum items.  You can alternatively pay cash at local stores through the PayPoint  
network.  
 
ParentPay is quick and easy to use and offers you the freedom to make payments online 
whenever and wherever you like.  It gives you the peace of mind that your payment has 
been made safely and securely.  ParentPay holds an electronic record of your payments to 
view at a later date.  
 
Your account activation information will be sent to you by school and if you do not have 
this please contact finance-email@heart-england.co.uk  
 
We have included a Frequently Asked Questions for Activation of a ParentPay Account and 
further training and support material can be obtained by selecting the ‘help’ option on 
www.parentpay.com  

How do I access ParentPay? 
www.parentpay.com 
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/ follow the link to ParentPay from the school home 
page. 
 
How do I activate my account? 

To activate your account, have the account activation letter from school to hand. If 

you have lost this or not yet received it, contact finance-email@heart-england.co.uk 

or call 01676 536731. 

 

To set up your account, you will need to provide a current email address. This will be 

your username and will also be used for verification purposes. 

 
Navigate to www.parentpay.com 

1. Select Login at the top right corner of the screen 

2. Enter the username and password provided in your account activation letter                    

and select Activate 

Complete the activation as detailed on the screen. 

You can now log in to your account. 

Frequently Asked Questions—ParentPay 

http://www.parentpay.com
mailto:finance-email@heart-england.co.uk
http://www.parentpay.com
http://www.parentpay.com
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/
mailto:finance-email@heart-england.co.uk
http://www.parentpay.com/
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I have received an activation letter, however my email address has already been used on 

ParentPay.  What should I do? 
Navigate to www.parentpay.com 

1. Select Login at the top right hand corner of the screen 

2. Log in to your existing account using your email address (if you cannot remember the      

password, select the forgotten password link and follow the instructions) 

3. From the top right hand corner select Add a Child (this will re-activate an account if it has 

been archived) 

4.  Enter the username and password issued by Heart of England School in the activation letter  
provided. This will add your child to this account. 

 

I have more than one child to activate – can I have a single account/login? 

You will be able to create a single account which you can add all your children to – even if your    

children attend different schools (as long as they subscribe to ParentPay). 

Follow these steps: 

1. Activate and login to the account you want to add your other children to; this will become 

the only account you use in future. Then click on Add a Child on the home page. 

2. Enter the activations codes provided by school.  These must be entered exactly as provided.  

3. Then click Search.  Ensure the details displayed are correct for the child you wish to add to 

your account and select Confirm.  

After you confirm the addition, these students will be transferred to the account you are logged 

into. The old account will be disabled when the ‘previous’ school update their student data to 

ParentPay with the child marked as a leaver. 

4.    On your homepage, you should now see an additional tab for the child you have added to the 
account. 

Repeat this process for any other children you wish to add to your account – up to a maximum of 

six children in a single account. 

 

Can another payer, such as a partner or ex-partner, make payments for my child? 

Additional payers can be set up with their own login in order to make payments. Please contact 

school and they will be able to arrange the second payer setup. 

 
Cash payment through PayPoint  

Not everyone can pay online, so if you want to pay cash, you can easily do so at one of over 30,000 
PayPoint stores. It's simple - just ask us to issue you with a PayPoint Card or unique barcode letter 
for school meals, trips or other items.  You can then use this to top up using cash or cheque and the 
balance is loaded to your ParentPay account. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions—ParentPay 

https://www.parentpay.com/
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Free School Meals 

Free School Meals 
 
Q. If my child had Free School Meals at primary school will they automatically be       
entitled to Free School Meals at Heart of England School? 
  
If your child qualified for a Free School Meal in Solihull MBC, the entitlement to Free 
School Meals is automatically transferred from primary to secondary school. This  
assumes no change in circumstances. Any change in circumstances should be notified to 
Solihull MBC. 
  
If your child qualified for Free School Meals in a different authority area there is no      

automatic transfer and you should apply for Free School Meals using the links below. 

 
Q. Is my child eligible for Free School Meals?   
 
There is information on the Heart of England School website about Free School Meals 
under Parent Handbook, Free School Meals 
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/free-school-meals  
 
Q. Where do I get further information about Free School Meals? 
 
Further information is available from the Solihull MBC (Metropolitan Borough Council)  
website http://www.solihull.gov.uk/fsm  
 
Q. How do I get free school meals for my child? 
 
All applications are made online. Please make an online application using the following 
link http://www.solihull.gov.uk/fsm then select 

 

 

 

http://www.heart-england.co.uk/free-school-meals
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/fsm
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/fsm
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Friends of Heart of England Registered Charity No: 528938 

Dear New Parents, Carers and Grandparents 
The Heart of England School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) extends a warm welcome 
to you all and hopes that this transition to secondary school is a successful and happy  
experience.  
  
As you know, a PTA provides invaluable support to any school and its students, both 
through financial and practical assistance and for the greater enrichment of the school 
community.   
  
At Heart of England School, the PTA is seen as an integral part of school life.  All our 
meetings and events are well supported by senior staff. Our PTA is also an invaluable 
means of meeting other parents and carers, and becoming more involved in your child’s 
journey through their secondary education. 
  
Our recent fund-raising events have included a comedy night and Christmas and Easter 
raffles.  We also support the school's very popular musical and production evenings 
through the provision of refreshments and will be running the refreshment tent at the 
upcoming school's 60th anniversary celebration. All proceeds provide a valuable  
contribution towards enriching students education and experience.  Recent purchases 
include a state of the art printer for the art department, a set of microphones for the 
school radio station and other smaller purchases to support student wellbeing.   
  
We are a friendly and welcoming group and encourage you to consider joining us or 
providing support in whichever way you can, whether that is coming along to meetings 
or helping out at our events. If you’d like to join us or find out more, look out for us at 
your welcoming evening, when we would be more than happy to answer any questions. 
Alternatively, please feel free to join us at our next PTA meeting on 2nd July 2018, where 
you will be guaranteed to feel part of the Heart of England Community.   
  
Finally, if you shop online, you can raise a free donation for the school every time you 
shop.  Visit our pages: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/balsallcommon/ or 
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/heart-of-england-school/ for more  
information.  There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a donation, 
including  Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a 
penny extra. 
  
If you would like to find out more about what we do, you can follow us on Twitter 
(@HoE_PTA) and Facebook (@heartofenglandpta), email us on hoepta@gmail.com or 
take a look at our page on the school website http://www.heart-england.co.uk/pta. 
 
With very best wishes 
Heart of England School PTA 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/balsallcommon/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/heart-of-england-school/
mailto:hoepta@gmail.com
http://www.heart-england.co.uk/pta
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School offers an ever-changing range of enrichment  opportunities. Clubs and activities  
run in school either before or after school or at lunchtimes. 
 
In September we will be holding a “Clubs Fair” where Year 7 students will be able to find 
out details of clubs and sign up to join.  Not only do clubs enrich the learning of our  
students they also help them to develop friendships. 
 
Listed below are just some of the clubs that have been available previously: 
 
Art Club 
If your child is creative and loves art, this club offers them the chance to work with  
different materials, develop creative expression and make some amazing art work. They 
can also enter local and national competitions. 
 
Ella’s Book Club 
If your child loves reading and talking about books ,then this is the club for them. We will 
also be shadowing the Carnegie Children’s Book Awards during the year. 
 
Language Club 
Our prefects are on hand to assist with any issues students may have in relation to their 
languages homework, or any area of their language learning at school. Students can join us 
and have a go at learning some basic Russian or Swedish. 
 
Music Clubs 
There are numerous music clubs including orchestra, guitar club, soul band, keyboard and 
choir. 
 
Public Speaking Club 
Public speaking can be a powerful tool to use for purposes such as motivation, influence, 
persuasion, informing and entertaining.  
 
Radio Station 
Yes we have our very own radio station. Students are involved in preparing and presenting 
the broadcasts.  
 
Sporting Activities 
Lots of clubs run at different times during the year including; football, netball, table tennis, 
badminton, trampolining, cross country, athletics, basketball and badminton. 
 
 
 

Clubs and Activities 
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What happens if my child brings valuables in to school? 
We would strongly advise students not to bring valuables into school. There are valuables 
boxes for students to use during PE lessons. If valuables are left in blazers and bags then the 
PE Department and School accepts no liability. 
 
Can my child bring a mobile phone to school? 
We understand that many students will have a mobile phone with them at school. Our 
approach is simple: phones should not be seen or heard at any point during the school day. In 
the event of an emergency, please contact the school office who will ensure appropriate 
action is taken to communicate with or collect your child. 
 
The school will not accept liability for any loss of, or damage to, mobile devices. 
 
Can I hire a locker for my child? 

Yes. Lockers can be hired for £15 per year and we would strongly recommend that all 
students in Year 7 have a locker.  Payment can be made via ParentPay from 29th June. 
Locker keys will then be issued in September. 
 
What happens if my child loses something? 
Any property handed in with a student’s name on will be returned to the student. Unnamed 
items are placed in the lost property cupboard in M2 and students should look there for any 
missing items. 
 

What equipment should my child bring with them to school each day? 
Students will be expected to bring the appropriate equipment with them to school each 
day, including: 
Pencil case 
Pens 
Pencils including some coloured ones 
Ruler (transparent)           
Eraser 
Glue stick 
Highlighters 
Pencil sharpener 
Scientific calculator 
Protractor 
Reading Book 
Named Plastic container to transport ingredients when having a  Food Technology lesson 
ID card 
Books needed for that day’s lessons 
Games or PE kit needed for that day or for any clubs 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
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