
Year	10	and	11	Summer	Reading	Challenge	

Read	some	or	all	of	the	following	books	and	write	a	book	review.of	one	
of	them.		

1. The	Lie	Tree	–	Frances	Hardinge	
Faith's	father	has	been	found	dead	under	mysterious	circumstances,	and	as	she	is	
searching	through	his	belongings	for	clues	she	discovers	a	strange	tree.	The	tree	only	
grows	healthy	and	bears	fruit	if	you	whisper	a	lie	to	it.	The	fruit	of	the	tree,	when	
eaten,	will	deliver	a	hidden	truth	to	the	person	who	consumes	it.	The	bigger	the	lie,	
the	more	people	who	believe	it,	the	bigger	the	truth	that	is	uncovered.	

2. Lies	We	Tell	Ourselves	–	Robin	Talley	
It’s	1959.	The	battle	for	civil	rights	is	raging.	And	it’s	Sarah’s	first	day	of	school	as	one	
of	the	first	black	students	at	previously	all-white	Jefferson	High.	
No	one	wants	Sarah	there.	Not	the	Governor.	Not	the	teachers.	And	certainly	not	
the	students	–	especially	Linda,	daughter	of	the	town’s	most	ardent	segregationist.	
Sarah	and	Linda	are	supposed	to	despise	each	other.	But	the	more	time	they	spend	
together,	the	less	their	differences	matter.	And	both	girls	start	to	feel	something	
they’ve	never	felt	before.	Something	they’re	determined	to	ignore	

3. We	Are	All	Completely	Beside	Ourselves	–	Karen	Joy	Fowler	
Rosemary	is	now	an	only	child,	but	she	used	to	have	a	sister	the	same	age	as	her,	
and	an	older	brother.	Both	are	now	gone	-	vanished	from	her	life.	There's	something	
unique	about	Rosemary's	sister,	Fern.	And	it	was	this	decision,	made	by	her	parents,	
to	give	Rosemary	a	sister	like	no	other,	that	began	all	of	Rosemary's	trouble.	So	now	
she's	telling	her	story:	full	of	hilarious	asides	and	brilliantly	spiky	lines,	it's	a	looping	
narrative	that	begins	towards	the	end,	and	then	goes	back	to	the	beginning.	Twice	

4. The	Shock	of	The	Fall	–	Nathan	Filer	

‘I’ll tell you what happened because it will be a good way to introduce my 
brother. His name’s Simon. I think you’re going to like him. I really do. But in 
a couple of pages he’ll be dead. And he was never the same after that.’ 

There are books you can’t stop reading, which keep you up all night. 

There are books which let us into the hidden parts of life and make them 
vividly real. 

There are books which, because of the sheer skill with which every word is 
chosen, linger in your mind for days. 

The Shock of the Fall is all of these books 

5. The Da Vinci Code – Dan Brown 

Brown has created a page-turning thriller that also provides an amazing interpretation 
of Western history 

6. The Five People You Meet In Heaven – Mitch Albom 



The novel's protagonist is an elderly amusement park maintenance worker 
named Eddie who, while operating a ride called the 'Free Fall', dies while 
trying to save a young girl who gets in the way of a falling cart that hurtles to 
earth. Eddie goes to heaven, where he meets five people who were 
unexpectedly instrumental in some way in his life. While each guide takes him 
through heaven, Eddie learns a little bit more about what his time on earth 
meant, what he was supposed to have learned, and what his true purpose on 
earth was. 

7. The Perks of Being a Wallflower– Stephen Chobsky 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a deeply affecting coming-of-age story that 
will spirit you back to those wild and poignant roller-coaster days known as 
growing up 

 

 

	


